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may be given to those who are unprepared for actual
contact with death should they meet it at the age
of seven to fifteen or even much later in life, when the
affections have become more strongly developed.
Such accounts as the following represent a common
result of a first contact with death at this age.
" When I was a child of nine years of age a little
cousin of whom I was extremely fond, died. We
had always been the very best of friends and delighted
to stay with one another during holidays. She was
taken ill and during her illness I went many times to
talk with her and to help to pass away the long dreary
days when she was confined to her room. When she
.was recovering she came to stay with me for a week
-or two, for a little change. After returning home
-.she had a relapse and was once more confined to bed.
I went to see her one week-end, and arranged to go
-again the following Saturday, but in the meantime
she became very much worse and died. Naturally
this was a very great shock to my youthful mind for
I never imagined she was so ill. I went to see auntie
on the appointed Saturday, and was taken upstairs
to my cousin's room where she lay in her coffin. To

me it was not E------ who lay there, but something

which struck terror into my very heart. 1 remember
auntie saying how beautiful she looked, like a doll
lying there ; but my own thoughts ! Oh ! even now
I have the same fear of looking upon death, I
felt I must fly from the room. Wherever I went
the terror seemed to follow. For months it was the
uppermost thought in my mind. During the night
I used to start up in bed and there in the room I
fancied I could see the coffin. Even when I closed